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WHY WE WANT 
AN 

INDEPENDENT 
PUBLIC INQUIRY 

Colin Roach died in Stoke Newington police sta¬ 
tion at about 11.25 p.m. on Wednesday January 
12th. It is not known how or why he died, but we 
can document accurately the subsequent 
behaviour of the police. Colin’s father, James, 
went in search of his son and was interrogated 
for nearly three hours before being informed of 
his son’s death. In addition Colin’s friends were 
also held and interrogated for an even longer 
period before being told of Colin’s death. 

Why was it necessary to interrogate Colin’s 
father and friends for such a long period before 
informing them of Colin’s death? 

Letter to the 
Home Secretary 

Dear Mr. Whitelaw, 

In writing this open letter we are sure you 
are aware of the fact that on 12th. 

January 1983 at approx. 11.30 p.m., it has 
been reported that a young (21 years) 

Black man — Colin Roach — was found ly¬ 
ing dead in the front foyer of Stoke- 
Newington police station. It has also been 
reported that a sawn-off shot-gun was 
discovered lying some six feet away from 
him. 

It cannot have escaped your notice that 
since the tragic death of Colin there have 
been a number of protests and demonstra¬ 
tions regarding the nature of the involve¬ 
ment of the police in relation to the cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding Colin’s death. We 
should stress of course, that the cir- 
cimstances surrounding Colin’s death are 
wider than the fundamental and still in¬ 
adequately answered questions of the why 
and how of his death. 

These circumstances extend to the 
police’s treatment of the Roach family in 
the midst of their grief and their treate- 
ment of many young people whose horror 
and outrage at the death led them to spon¬ 
taneously demonstrate their concern on 
14/1/83 and 17/1/83 outside Stoke- 
Newington police station and to par¬ 
ticipate in the broader based demonstra¬ 
tion of 22/1/83. On all of these occasions it 
should be repeatedly emphasised that the 
physical intimidation and hostility shown 
by the police towards the demonstrators, 
who for all their outrage and anger were 
basically observing the rules of peaceful 
protest, was exceedingly gratuitous and 
deplorable in the extreme. 

We need not remind you that very ear¬ 
ly on in the present crisis, the police at 
Stoke-Newington came to the conclusion 
that Colin Roach committed suicide. That 
this conclusion was reached with the 
minimum of investigation and in the 
absence of eye witnesses is as bizarre, 
mysterious and suspicious as Colin’s 
•death. Moreover the entire panoply of 


The police say they were satisfied by 1.30 
a.m. on Thursday morning that no one else was 
involved and that they issued a press release. 

What evidence did they have by 1.30 a.m. and 
why did they issue a press release before telling 
Colin’s father? If they were satisfied why did 
they continue the interrogation of Colin’s father 
and friends until after 4.30 a.m.? 

Colin’s father asked twice to see his son’s 
body, once at 3.00 a.m. when he was first told of 
Colin’s death and again at 4.30 a.m. when the 
police took him downstairs to take him home. On 
both occasions the police refused his request. 

If there were no suspicious circumstances, 
why did they refuse? 

The police say it was for “humanitarian 
reasons’’. Racist behaviour by Stoke Newington 
police is common. “Humanitarian” behaviour is 
so rare as to be non-existent. 

Why is it that the only example of 
“humanitarian” behaviour by the police 
throughout this incident is so convenient for 
their version of events. 

At 10.15 a.m. on Thrusday morning I drove 
Colin’s parents and sister to Stoke Newington 


police station. We met Gareth Pearce, the 
solicitor, outside and went in to see if the police 
could provide any information or explanation 
with regard to Colin’s death. We spoke to Detec¬ 
tive Inspector Scott who refused even to let us 
get enough chairs for everyone to sit down. We 
should not be surprised by this. It is the sort of 
callous and insensitive behaviour the community 
has come to expect from Stoke Newington 
police. 

The Thursday morning newspapers, which go 
to press at about 2.00 a.m., carried a story that 
Colin had a “history of mental instability”. ’This 
lie can only have come from Stoke Newington 
police because at 2.00 a.m. on Thursday they 
were the only people who knew Colin was dead. 

Why did the police lie to the press in this way? 

These are just some of the questions which 
need answering. There are many more. That is 
why a wide ranging and independent public in¬ 
quiry is necessary as it is the only way the truth 
of this case will come to light. We want to know 
the truth! 

Cllr. Dennis ’Twomey 


racist actions and attitudes exhibited by 
the police since 12/1/83 have continued to 
alarm a great many people both in 
Hackney and Tower Hamlets and have 
thrown into sharp relief grave doubts con¬ 
cerning the credibility of Stoke-Newington 
police in particular, and the police in 
Hackney generally. 

It should not be for us to bring to your 
attention the fact that at any time, a 
death or killing in a police station is an in¬ 
herently suspicious matter and requires 
the most thorough of investigations. The 
sheer juxtaposition involved — death in a 
police station — belies popular wisdom 
which, (not withstanding periodic crises of 
confidence in the police by the Black com¬ 
munity) continues to cling to the dubious 
“fact” that people simply do not die in 
police stations. 

Therefore when someone does die or is 
killed on the premises of a police station 
and the seemingly unbelievable becomes 
believable, full explanations are in order, 
thorough investigations are in order, peo¬ 
ple demand a right to know. And given 
the bitter experience Black People have 
had in relation to the narrow terms of 
reference of Coronors inquests — we can¬ 
not forget the “New Cross Massacre”; 
thirteen dead and nothing said — at the 
very least only an independent inquiry 
held in public will suffice. 

We are therefore calling upon you in 
your capacity as Home Secretary to res¬ 
pond to the ROACH FAMILY and to 
authorize an independent inquiry into the 
death and circumstances surrounding the 
death of Colin Roach. In our view such an 
inquiry should be held in public and 
should have the sort of Black representa¬ 
tion which has the trust, respect and con¬ 
fidence of the Roach Family Support Com¬ 
mittee and the Black community. 

We should also like to inform you that 
as this situation is an urgent one and 
demands an urgent repsonse, we are fur¬ 
ther calling upon you to reply to our letter 
within a month of its date and that you do 
so openly and publicly. We shall of course 
be making this letter available to 
representatives of the press and broad¬ 
casting media. 

Yours faithfully 

’The Roach Family Support Committee. 


The GLC and RFSC 

The Roach Family Support Committee was 
established on Monday 17th January. With 
the biessing of the Roach family, Hackr 
Black Peoples Association had called a pubi.. 
meeting to discuss the various issues surroun¬ 
ding the shooting of Colin Roach. 

Over 150 people attended. Over a hundred 
individuals and organisations formed RFSC. 
A demonstration was called for Saturday 
22nd January and an appeal for funds was 
launched. The meeting passed a resolution 
calling for an Independent inquiry into Colin 
Roach’s death. 

Following the meeting. Councillor Brynley 
Heaven, the Chair of Hackney Council Police 
Committee wrote to the Greater London 
Council. 

In his letter, he requested an initial grant 
of SI,500 to RFSC “in view of the dramatic 
further deterioration of relations between 
police and black people in Hackney, and the 
necessity to offer support to the family and 
investigate the matter further.” 

The GLC Police Committee duly agreed to 
give a grant to RFSC. The Conservatives and 
the Press launched a campaign against the 
GLC and the Conservatives have attempted to 
stop the grant. 

GLC Conservatives of course are far mt 
interested in lining their pockets with public 
funds than in fighting for truth and justice. 

Caudley George, the publisher of Westin- 
dian has also attacked the GLC. In a letter 
published in the Hackney Gazette, he accuses 
the GLC of stirring things up. He also claims 
that the inquest will clear up matters. 

It is noticable that he does not launch such 
an attack in Westindian World. That paper 
has come out in support of an independent 
public inquiry. 

Black people have learned from bitter ex¬ 
perience that a coroner’s inquest is not the 
best form of enquiry for people who have died 
in suspicious circumstances. 

The inquest into the New Cross Massacre, 
the inqest into the death of Aseta Simms 
(1972), the inquest into the death of Paul Wor¬ 
rell and the inquest into the death of Franklin 
Lee; all these experiences tell us that only an 
independent public inquiry is likely to reveal 
the truth about Colin Roach’s death. 


Message of support 

This meeting of the Kadri Defence Campaign 
calls on the Home Secretary to set up an indepen¬ 
dent inquiry into the death of Colin Roach in 
Stoke Newington Police Station. 

Kadri Defence Campaign 




SCULLY 
REBUTS THE 
STANDARD 

On Friday January 28, The Standard under the 
heading “Police Station ‘Gun Victim' Shot 
Himself Says Friend With Him Moments 
Earlier”, claimed that Colin Roach shot himself. 

Keith Scully has since written to the Stan¬ 
dard. His letter below rejects the false claims at¬ 
tributed to him by the Standard. To date, the 
Standard has refused to publish Scully’s letter. 

The Editor 
The Standard 
Dear Sir, 

I Weis horrified to see my picture on the front 
of the ‘Standard’ newspaper on Friday 28th 
January 1983 and I was even more disturbed to 
see headlines saying that I had said Colin Roach 
had killed himself. I never said this to your 
newspaper, nor have I ever said this to anyone 
else and it has deeply hurt and angered me that 
you distorted your interview with me in that 
”'ay. To this day I don’t know how Colin died 

11 think it is important that everyone should 
realise this, including your newspaper. ’That is 
why I am writing first and foremost to your 
newspaper and I will be making this letter 
available to other sections of the press so that 
the record can be put straight. I only hope that 
this will ease some of the distress that your 
paper has caused not only the Roach family but 
supporters of the Roach family. What really 
happened regarding the interview you did with 
me is as follows: 

On Thursday 27th January I was stopped by 
a reporter from the Standard while I was park¬ 
ing my car. The reporter asked me if I was a 
friend of Colin Roach. I said “Yes”. The 
reporter then asked to speak to me, he said 
that his newspaper was fighting to get a public 
inquiry into Colin Roach’s death and that he 
would like a few words with me. I asked him 
what he wanted to know and he asked me 
questions like “What had I been doing in the 
evening?” and “Where had I picked Colin 
up?”. Finally the reporter asked me if I 
thought Colin had killed himself and I said I 
didn’t know. 

Later that day the Standard contacted me 
..(jain, the reporter said he wanted to take 
some photographs of me. At first I refused 
because of advice I had been previously given 
by solicitor Gareth Pearce. But the reporter 
persisted so much that eventually I told him to 
ask the permission of the solicitor and of Mr 
and Mrs Roach. Following that I received a call 
from the reporter who told me that he had 
spoken to Mr and Mrs Roach and that they had 
said it was alright to go ahead becaue it was in 
the interests of Colin. It was on this basis that I 
gave in and later that evening a photographer 
came to see me. The next day when I saw the 
Standard newspaper I just couldn’t believe my 
eyes. The reporter had told me that the story 
was needed to further the cause of the cam¬ 
paign for a public inquiry into Colin’s death. 

But the real truth was that I had been set up 
and they had virtually twisted everything I had 
said to them. 

I made the decision to write this letter 
because I realise how much distress the article 
has caused a lot of people and because it has 
falsely put words and lies into my mouth. I only 
hope that this will now put the record straight. 

Yours faithfully 
Keith Scully 


MP’s Call for 
Independent Inquiry 

Forty-two members of Parliament have signed 
a motion calling for an independent inquiry in¬ 
to the death of Colin Roach. ’The motion reads: 
“That this House is gravely concerned about 
the breakdown of relations between the police 
and the public in Hackney-Stoke Newington 
area, which has been brought to a crisis point 
by the death of Colin Roach in Stoke Newington 
Police Station, and the subsequent arrest of 50 
persons, and which resulted in Hackney 
Borough Council demanding a public inquiry 
into the death of Colin Roach, and urging the 
Home Secretary to make an investigation into 
policing practices in Hackney-Stoke New¬ 
ington." 

'The original motion was signed by Ernie 
Roberts, Ron Brown (Leith), Sydney BidweU, 
John Tilley, Harriet Harman, Jo Richardson, 
Allen Kelley, Reg Race, Les Huckfield and Mar¬ 
tin Flannery. 

’Two Hackney MP’s, Ron Brown and Stanley 
Clinton Davis have opposed this motion to 
Parliament. 


POLICE ADMIT KILL¬ 
ING COLIN ROACH 

Dolores Williams is a Voluntary Youth Worker. 
She was arrested by Stoke Newington Police on 
January 26. In a sworn affidavit, Dolores states 
that police officers at Stoke Newington police 
station admitted killing Colin Roach. In her af¬ 
fidavit, she states the following: 

“On Wednesday 26th January, 1983 at about 
8.00am I was arrested at home by officers 
from Stoke Newington Police Station. There 
were a number of piain clothes officers who 
came to my home together with one uniform¬ 
ed W.P.C. The Officer in my case was D.C. 
Randaii. 

“I was taken to Stoke Newington Police Sta¬ 
tion together with IAN McNEIL who was aiso 
arrested. While we were being booked in at 
the Station at about 8.45am the Officers who 
had come to my home were ail standing 
around us. 

“I was arrested on suspicion of receiving 
stolen property and the officers seemed to be 
annoyed that they had not found any stolen 
property at my home. 

“One plain clothes Officer said ‘We killed 
COLIN ROACH because he would not give us 
the evidence we wanted”. His colleagues 
laughed at his remark. IAN McNEIL replied 
‘It’s no laughing matter’. The same Officer 
said ‘We shot him with a sawn-off shotgun’. 
“That was the end of the conversation. COLIN 
ROACH was not mentioned again throughout 
the period of my detention. 

This story has been confirmed by another person 
who was also detained by the police. 


The Hackney Association of the National Union 
of Teachers ’ is very disturbed by the death of Col¬ 
in Roach at Stoke Newington Police Station and 
calls for an independent inquiry to establish the 
cricumstances of his death. We feel the response 
of the Police especially to his relatives was at best 
insensitive at worst thoroughly racist and fur¬ 
ther strengthens this Association’s policy of ex¬ 
cluding the Police from our schools. 

We agree to donate £50 to the Family and 
Friends of Colin Roach in pursuance of the above 
aims. 

We also call for all charges to be dropped against 
those arrested on the demonstrations over this 
matter. 

Hackney Teachers’ Association. 


NOTES 

The Police Committee 
of Hackney Council has 
passed a motion of NO 
CONFIDENCE in Stoke 
Newington police. They 
also recommended that 
the Council should not 
collect the police 
precept from Hackney 
ratepayers until the 
Home Secretary sets up 
an INDEPENDENT INQUIRY 
into Colin Roach's 
death. 


RFSC has called for 
charges against the 49 
people arrested to be 
dropped. In support of 
the STOKE NEWINGTON 49 
Pickets will be held 
outside Old Street 
Magistrates Court on 
Monday 14th Febryary, 
Tuesday 15th February, 
Tuesday March 1st, and 
Monday March 7th. Your 
support is needed. 


APPEAL FOR FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT 

RFSC has launched a 
General Appeal for 
financial support to 
finance its future 
activities. Donations 
can be sent to; Roach 
Family Support Comm¬ 
ittee, 50 Rectory Rd., 
Stoke Newington, Nl6. 

RFSC thanks all the 
individuals and org¬ 
anisations who have 
generously contributed 
almost £700.00. 


In supporting the dem¬ 
and for an Independent 
Public Inquiry letters 
should be sent to; 
william Whitelaw MP, 
Home Secretary, 

The Home Office, 

Queen Anne's Gate, 
London SWl. 


FOR AN INDEPENDENT 
PUBLIC INQUIRYI 

NO COVER UP! NO MORE 
LIES! WE WANT THE 
TRUTH! 
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